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suggested by Plotinus; but in his view of the sensible
world he practically gives it up. Yet it really
contains the solution of many of his difficulties. For
it carries with it the consequence that the Absolute
must be conceived, not as excluding, but as including,
all differences and oppositions. If we adopt this
principle, however, we must regard the Absolute not
as an abstract unity, but as a unity in which all
difference is embraced. We must raise the pure
intelligence above the One to which Plotinus sub-
ordinates it, while conceiving it with Plotinas as a
conscious self, a self whose self-consciousness i
and includes the consciousness of the
world. Farther, we must conceive the intelligible
world, not as a world of pure forms or abstract intelli-
gences, but as simply the external world under all the
conditions of time and space; and we must recognise
this world of externality and of change, as the
opposite counterpart, and therefore as the necessary
correlate, of the pure unity and transparent difference
of self-consciousness. Finally, we must represent this
divided and finite world as yet a world ih which
spiritual life is realised, not in one but in many
spirits who, in spite of their finitude and change, or by
means of it, are having developed in them the same
principle of self-consciousness in which the whole
system finds its beginning. For the idea that the
highest unity is the unity of the greatest differences